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I am happy to join with you today in what will go 
down in history as the greatest demonstration for 
freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose 
symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree 
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of 
Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of 
withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to 
end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not 
free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is 
still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation 
and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years 
later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in 
the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One 
hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in 
the corners of American society and finds himself an 
exile in his own land. And so we've come here today 
to dramatise a shameful condition. 

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is 
bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are 
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of 
this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a 
check that will give us upon demand the riches of 
freedom and the security of justice. 

Your task 

Plan and write a paragraph of a letter that you will 
address to the Headmaster, asking him to deal 
with a matter that you believe to be urgent at 
school.  What will the issue be?  What techniques 
will you use to persuade the Headmaster that your 
topic needs to be handled with urgency?

London Nautical School - Department of English - Expository Writing - Monday, 16 March 2015

Key Focus: What techniques might you use 
to persuade somebody to agree with your 

point of view? Look for: 

variation of sentences, figurative language, 
hyperbole


